There was a regular meeting of the Harrison City Council on November 1, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Room at City Hall.

Roll Call:  Deon Moser: P; Joe Crockett: P; Dan Sherrell: P; Johnny Savage: P


Mark Fowler: P; Rick Griffin: A; Wayne Cone: P; Danny Harness: P. 

Mayor Moles called the meeting to order, and asked Councilman Cone to lead the group in an opening prayer.

Mayor Moles then lead everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Councilman Cone made a motion to adopt the minutes from the October 4, 2010 Council meeting.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Moser.  The vote was all Ayes, motion carried.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Police:  Chief Murphy presented the Council with an activity report for the month of October. Murphy then went on to address the Council and advised them that the bullet proof vests that are issued to the Harrison Policemen were out of date and needed to be replaced.  He went on to explain that a vest has a 5yr. shelf life.  After that time the vests are considered unsafe for the officer.  Murphy advised the Council that the cost to replace the vests would be $12,805.  The department has been approved for a federal grant for the vests that would cover approximately $6,900 of the cost.  He has applied for a Chief’s Association grant that could cover approximately $5,000 of the cost, if the department receives the grant.

In an effort to increase the safety of the Harrison Police Officers Councilman Sherrell made a motion to allow the Police Department to purchase the vests at a cost of $12,805.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Crockett.  The vote was all Ayes, motion carried.

Public Works:  Director Gelinas gave a report for the departments activities for the month of October.  Gelinas also presented the Council with the Fall Leaf Pick Up Schedule.

Fire:  Chief Webb presented the Council with an activity report for the month of October. 

Accounting:  Director Ragland asked the Council if they had any questions from the financial report that was given out at the October committee meeting.  Ragland went on to advise the Council that due to some new federal changes in regards to 1099’s and healthcare reporting there would be some significant changes in the accounting department.

Parks: Director Phillips gave a brief report on the activities from October.  Phillips went on to announce that Harrison hosted the 4A State Volleyball Tournament and that he felt that it was a good benefit to the Harrison economy.

Housing:  Director Holcomb presented the Council with an activity report for the month of October.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Ordinances & Resolutions:  Mayor Moles asked Councilman Moser if he would like to go ahead and present the Proposed Pace Industries Tax Back Resolutions, and allow the representatives from Pace to get back on the road to Fayetteville.

Councilman Moser made moved that the Council approve proposed Pace Industries, Inc. and Pace Industries, LLC Resolutions #1074 & #1075 as presented in the earlier Committee meeting.  Councilman Harness seconded the motion.  The vote was all Ayes, motion carried.

Cemetery: No Report

Finance: No Report

Personnel:  No Report
Insurance & Benefits: Councilman Harness advised the Council that the City was notified that the City’s Health Insurance premiums would be increasing by 8% this year with the current carrier.  He also reported that there were still 2 bids that had not been received yet.

Councilman Harness then reported to the Council that the City had been told that our Worker’s Comp Insurance would also be going up.  Mayor Moles then added that the City had already advertised for sealed bids for the Worker’s Comp Insurance and hoped to have some numbers to discuss by the November 15th Committee meetings.
Planning and Liaison:  No Report.

Police and Fire: Councilman Savage discussed the need to replace the rooftop air conditioning unit on Fire Station #2.  Councilman Harness moved to accept the bid from Tucker Heating and Cooling in the amount of $5,695.  Councilman Moser seconded the motion.  The vote was all Ayes, motion carried.
Solid Waste:  Councilman Harness reminded the public of the upcoming City wide Fall Leaf Pickup.

Parks/Recreation and Tourism:  Councilman Sherrell made a motion to accept the following 3 appointments to the Harrison Parks and Recreation Commission:


Matt Miller – Term to expire May 2013


Melanie Savells – Term to expire December 2015


Don Suggs – Term to expire December 2015

Councilman Fowler seconded the motion.  The vote was all Ayes, motion carried.

Construction & Equipment:  No Report

Planning Commission:  Councilman Fowler gave a brief report of the Planning Commission’s meeting in October.
Ordinances & Resolutions:  Councilman Moser made a motion to place the proposed Flood Plain Ordinance titled:

“AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF

A FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION PROGRAM FOR
HARRISON, ARKANSAS AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

On it’s first reading, by title only.  Councilman Sherrell seconded the motion.  The vote was 6 Ayes, and Councilman Fowler voted present, motion carried.  Councilman Harness then made a motion to place this proposed Flood Plain Ordinance on it’s 2nd and 3rd readings by title only.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Moser.  The vote was 6 Ayes, and Councilman Fowler voted present, motion carried.  Councilman Cone then made a motion to adopt the ordinance.  Councilman Sherrell seconded the motion.  The vote was 6 Ayes, and Councilman Fowler voted present, motion carried.  Councilman Cone then made a motion to adopt the Emergency Clause.  Councilman Sherrell seconded the motion.  The vote was 6 Ayes, and Councilman Fowler voted present, motion carried.

Councilman Moser made a motion to place the proposed Employee’s Doing Business with the City Ordinance titled:

“AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE 1014 AND AUTHORIZING CERTAIN CITY EMPLOYEES AND OFFICIALS TO CONTRACT WITH THE CITY;

AND DECLARING AND EMERGENCY”

On it’s first reading, by title only.  Councilman Cone seconded the motion.  The vote was 5 Ayes, Councilman Crockett voted Present, and Councilman Fowler voted Nay, motion carried.  Councilman Moser then made a motion to place the proposed ordinance on it’s 2nd and 3rd reading by title only.  Councilman Cone seconded the motion.  The vote was 5 Ayes, Councilman Crockett voted Present and Councilman Fowler voted Nay. Since this motion required suspending the rules, 6 votes are required to pass this motion.  Not having 6 votes to suspend the rules the motion failed.
Mayors Comments:  

Mayor Moles encouraged everyone to get out and vote.

Old Business: No old business.
New Business:  Councilman Cone made a motion to place the words “In God We Trust” on the north wall of the Council Room.  Councilman Fowler seconded the motion.  Councilman Cone advised that this would be paid for by a private donation and that no City monies would be spend on this.  Councilman Moser had some concerns that the Council had tabled the issue to be discussed at the November Committee meeting.  The vote was 5 Ayes, and Councilman Moser and Crockett voted Nay, motion carred.

Public Works Director Frank Gelinas addressed the Council and asked if there was any problems with the people that the City had already contracted with since the “Doing Business with the City” ordinance had not been approved.  City Attorney Younes advised that in his opinion it should not impair any ongoing business with the City.  Councilman Fowler asked Councilman Crockett if he would re-consider his vote.  Councilman Crockett advised the Council that it would be improper for him to vote on this ordinance since he is one of the employees listed in the ordinance.  After further discussion Councilman Fowler requested to have a Special Called Council meeting to discuss the Ordinance Thursday November 4, 2010 at Noon in the Council Room.  Mayor Moles advised that it would require 3 Councilman to agree in order to call the Special Meeting.  In an effort to resolve the issue Councilmen Moser and Harness agreed to hold the meeting.

Patty Methvin then addressed the Council to express on behalf of the Harrison Regional Chamber of Commerce their appreciation for the Mayor and the Council in approving the Pace Industries Tax Back Resolution.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

_____________________


______________________

Pat Moles, Mayor



Jeff Pratt, Clerk/Treasurer
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