There was a regular meeting of the Harrison City Council on March 2, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Room at City Hall.

Roll Call:  Deon Moser: P; Joe Crockett: P; Dan Sherrell: P; Johnny Savage: P; Mark Fowler: P; Rick Griffin: P; Wayne Cone: P; Danny Harness: P. 

Mayor Moles called the meeting to order.

Councilman Cone made a motion to adopt the minutes from the February 2, 2009  Council meeting.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Griffin.  All Ayes.  Motion adopted.

Councilman Fowler made a motion to adopt the minutes from the February 23, 2009  Special Council meeting.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Moser. All Ayes.  Motion adopted.

APPOINTMENT OF NEW CLERK/TREASURER
Mayor Moles announced that he would like to hear from the personnel committee concerning the replacement of Joel Williams as Clerk/Treasurer.  Councilman Griffin reported to the Council that the personnel committee had interviewed the applicants and had narrowed down the final selection to 2 names to present to the full council to be voted on in open council. The two names were Jeff Pratt and James White.
Councilman Cone made a motion to recommend  Jeff Pratt and James White to the full Council and one of them to be selected as the new Clerk/Treasurer. Motion was seconded by Councilman Crockett.

Councilman Fowler asked Mayor Moles if this would be the proper time for discussion.  Councilman Fowler announced that he was one of the applicants for the position. Councilman Fowler expressed it was his opinion that the interview process was not fairly handled, and that the entire process was a “rigged deal and that we should not of even taken applications for this position”.  Councilman Fowler went on to announce that he intends on running for the Clerk/Treasurer office in 2010 because he doesn’t believe in “good old boys politics and he didn’t think that is the way the city should be ran”.  With that being said Councilman Fowler stated that he felt that he should abstain from voting on the position.
Mayor Moles made comment that he did not agree with Councilman Fowler’s assessment of the process. The Mayor went on to say that although he did not participate in the process as a member of the personnel committee he did however set in on the meetings.  Mayor Moles stated that he could not find any fault in the way that the committee conducted the process. 

Mayor Moles then asked the two candidates to speak to the full council.  Councilman Sherrell asked for a copy of the final two applicants resume to look over prior to voting.  While the copies were being made Councilman Fowler suggested letting the applicants speak to the council in order to save time.  Mayor Moles stated that we would go in alphabetical order and asked Jeff Pratt to speak to the council.  Jeff Pratt then addressed the council and explained his reasons for wanting the position.  After that Mayor Moles then asked James White to speak and he then explained to the council his reasons for running and his qualifications for the position.
While waiting for the copies of the 2 applicant’s resumes to be returned to the council Mayor Moles  asked Frank Gelinas to give the Public Works Department report in an effort to save time.  After the report Mayor Moles asked the Council if they were ready to proceed with the vote on the Clerk’s position.  Councilman Sherrell requested to ask both applicants a couple of questions.  Then Councilman Fowler asked some questions of the applicants.

Mayor Moles then asked for a role call vote.

Councilman Moser – Jeff Pratt
Coucilman Crockett – Jeff Pratt

Councilman Sherrell – Jeff Pratt
Councilman Savage – Jeff Pratt

Councilman Fowler – Present
Councilman Griffin – Jeff Pratt
Councilman Cone – Jeff Pratt
Councilman Harness – Jeff Pratt

Councilman Harness made a motion to accept the resignation of Joel Williams as of March 2, 2009 as Clerk/Treasurer.  Councilman Cone seconded the motion. All ayes. Motion Passed.

Mayor Moles then asked Boone County Justice of the Peace Dan Roberts to administer the oath of office to Jeff Pratt.  Mayor Moles then presented Joel Williams a plaque commending Williams for his years of service to the city. Jeff Pratt then took Joel Williams place as Clerk/Treasurer.
Councilman Harness made another motion to accept the resignation of Joel Williams as of March 2, 2009 as Clerk/Treasurer and to establish the retirement pay to be ½ of the current Clerk/Treasure’s salary.  Councilman Cone seconded the motion. All ayes.  Motion Passed.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Police:  Assistant Chief Sam Martin presented the Council with an activity report for the month of February.  

Public Works:  Director Gelinas presented the Council with an activity report for the month of February.

Fire:  Chief Neal presented the Council with an activity report for the month of February.

Accounting:  Finance Director Gerald Ragland gave a report of the financial status for February.  Ragland asked the Council to consider consolidating some dormant accounts that the city has.
Councilman Harness made a motion to move accounts #051, #055, #056 into account #050.  Councilman Cone seconded the motion.  Councilman Fowler thought that this motion should be looked at by the Finance Committee and made a motion to table. Councilman Moser seconded the motion. 
Mayor Moles then asked for a role call vote concerning the Table.

Councilman Moser – yes
Councilman Crockett – yes

Councilman Sherrell – no
Councilman Savage – no

Councilman Fowler – yes
Councilman Griffin – no

Councilman Cone – no
Councilman Harness – no

Motion to Table Failed 3 – 5

Mayor Moles then asked for a vote concerning the motion to consolidate the accounts.  In discussion Councilman Moser expressed his concerns that this was not brought up during committee meeting so that a better understanding of the process could have been made.  Roll call vote was then taken.
Councilman Moser – no
Councilman Crockett – yes

Councilman Sherrell – yes
Councilman Savage – yes
Councilman Fowler – no
Councilman Griffin – yes
Councilman Cone – yes
Councilman Harness – yes
Motion Passed – 6 - 2
Parks:  Director Phillips presented the Council with an activity report for the month of February.

Housing:  Director Holcomb presented the Council with an activity report for the month of February, and presented the Councilmen with a CD that contained the revised Administrative Plan for the Harrison Housing Agency.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Finance:  No Report
Personnel:   No report.

Insurance & Benefits: No report.

Planning and Liaison:  No report.
Police and Fire: No report.

Solid Waste:  Councilman Harness reported a request to amend the contract with Methvin Sanitation.  Councilman Harness reported that the Solid Waste committee has referred this issue to Ordinance and Resolutions for their consideration.
Mayor Moles then gave the Council an update on the happenings with the Solid Waste District.

Cemetery: No report.

Parks/Recreation and Tourism:  No report.

Construction & Equipment:  No report.

Planning Commission:  Councilman Fowler gave a report of the actions taken by the Planning Commission at their last meeting.  
Ordinances & Resolutions:

Councilman Moser made a motion to place on its first reading a proposed ordinance titled:  An Ordinance Amending the Definition and Provisions for “Part-Time Employee: as Stated on page 6 of the “Personnel Policy Handbook” for the City of Harrison, Arkansas; and Declaring an Emergency.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Fowler. The vote was all Ayes. Motion was adopted.
Councilman Moser made a motion to place on its first reading a proposed ordinance titled:  An Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 1294 Adopted in July, 2008 Regarding the Building Code, Fire Prevention Code and Residential Code, For the Purpose of Updating the 2009 National Electric Code; and Declaring an Emergency.  Councilman Fowler seconded the motion. The vote was all Ayes. Motion was adopted.  Councilman Fowler then made a motion to suspend the rules and not require the Ordinance to be read in its entirety. Councilman Moser seconded the motion.  The vote was all Ayes. Motion was adopted.

Councilman Moser made a motion to adopt a Resolution titled: Preserve America Community Designation.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Fowler.  The vote was all Ayes. Motion was adopted.

Mayors Comments:  
Mayor Moles recommended to the City Council that Pat Brown, Cloyd Baltimore, and Ann Kimes be appointed to 4 year terms on the City Planning Commission.  There was a motion made by Councilman Cone to accept those appointments.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Fowler. The vote was all Ayes. Motion carried.
Mayor Moles recommended to the City Council appointments of Councilman Crockett, Robin Reeves, and Jim Stockton to the City Advertising and Promotion Commission.  Councilman Harness made a motion to accept these appointments.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Moser.  The vote was all Ayes.  Motion carried. 

Mayor Moles made a request of the Council to approve an expenditure of $15,000 to hire the firm of Flake and Kelley.  This would be for a survey of the economic needs of Harrison and to suggest steps for the city to take to help stimulate the economic growth of Harrison.  Councilman Fowler made a motion to consider this proposal.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Griffin.  Discussion followed.  Motion was made by Councilman Harness to amend the motion to a $4,000 commitment from the City of Harrison with the remainder coming from the Harrison Chamber of Commerce, The CATPC, and from the Boone County Industrial Development  Commission.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Cone.  Roll call vote was then taken.

Councilman Moser – no
Coucilman Crockett – yes

Councilman Sherrell – no
Councilman Savage – yes

Councilman Fowler – no
Councilman Griffin – yes

Councilman Cone – yes
Councilman Harness – yes

Motion Passed – 5 – 3

Roll call vote was then taken on the original motion to hire Flake & Kelley as amended.

Councilman Moser – no
Coucilman Crockett – yes

Councilman Sherrell – no
Councilman Savage – yes

Councilman Fowler – no
Councilman Griffin – yes

Councilman Cone – yes
Councilman Harness – yes

Motion Passed – 5 - 3

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

_____________________


______________________

Pat Moles, Mayor



Jeff Pratt, Clerk/Treasurer
