City of Harrison

Planning Commission Minutes

May 26, 2009 – 1:00 pm
Public Hearing:

Michael Norton called the Public Hearing to order.

The purpose of the meeting was to hear public input concerning a request by Rob and Laura Mount to change the street name of Ruble Place to Castle Mount Court.  Mark Lowery spoke for the City in favor of the change.

There being no public in attendance to discuss the variance the Public Hearing was adjourned.  

____________________________________________

Regular Planning Commission Meeting:

There was a regular meeting of the Harrison Planning Commission on May 26, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. in the Council Room at City Hall.

Roll Call:

Michael Norton
P
David Evans
A
Mark Fowler
P
Ann Kimes
P
Pat Brown
P
Randy Raney
P
Cloyd Baltimore
A 

Commissioner Norton called the meeting to order.

Commissioner Brown moved to accept the minutes from the February 24, 2009, and the April 28, 2009 meetings.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Raney.  The vote was all “Ayes”, motion carried.

Due to confusion over similar street names in a subdivision Rob and Laura Mount asked to change their street name from Ruble Place to Castle Mount Court.  There was some discussion about the original plat and Mark Lowery reported that it stated that the name would be changed when developed in the future.  There was no opposition to the change.  Commissioner Raney moved to recommend to the City Council to amend the plat for the Sherwood Subdivision changing Ruble Place to Castle Mount Court.  Commissioner Kimes seconded the motion. The vote was all “Ayes”, motion carried.
There was a request presented by the Mary Mother of God Catholic Church for a special use permit for a 1 acre parcel of their land to be used as a private cemetery for members of their congregation only.  Dr. Tom Hoberrock spoke for the church and presented a proposed plat of the project.  There were several questions about the project in regards to parking, ingress, egress, grade and slope, and handicap accessibility.  Due to the many issues Commissioner Raney moved to table the request until some more issues can be resolved.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Brown.  The vote was 3 “Ayes” with Commissioner Fowler voting Present, motion carried.
Bill Cockran presented a request by First National Bank of Green Forest for a 3.3’ variance in the street setback on Kitchen Street for an addition to the present bank building.  There was much discussion over the issue if this project qualified as a variance or not.  The discussion was if it was a design issue or if it posed an undue hardship on the owner.  Commissioner Brown moved to deny the request for the variance.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Fowler.  The vote was all “Ayes”, motion carried.
Director of Public Works, Frank Gelinas presented the commission with proposed Sign Ordinance for the City.  Discussion and questions concerning the wording of the ordinance proceeded.  There were some questions from the public questioning if we really needed this ordinance, and if there really has been a problem to prompt this.  John Drewry explained that this was an effort to head off problems in the future before the situation gets a chance to escalate.  Commissioner Fowler moved to amend the ordinance regarding “Political Signage” to allow the signs to be erected not more than 60 days prior to the election, and not allowed to remain longer than 7 days after the election.  Commissioner Raney seconded the motion.  The vote was all “Ayes”, motion carried.  Discussion continued and a date of June 23, 2009 at 1:00 was set for the Public Hearing on the Sign Ordinance.  The public meeting will be prior to the regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

_____________________


______________________

Michael Norton, Chairman

           Jeff Pratt, Clerk/Treasurer

