There was a regular meeting of the Harrison City Council on May 4, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Room at City Hall.

Roll Call:  Deon Moser: P; Joe Crockett: P; Dan Sherrell: P; Johnny Savage: P; Mark Fowler: P; Rick Griffin: P; Wayne Cone: P; Danny Harness: P. 

Mayor Moles called the meeting to order, and asked Councilman Cone to lead the group in an opening prayer.  Mayor Moles then lead everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Councilman Cone made a motion to adopt the minutes from the April 6, 2009  and the April 20, 2009 Council meetings.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Savage.  All Ayes.  Motion adopted.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Police:  Chief Murphy presented the Council with an activity report for the month of April.

Public Works:  Director Gelinas introduced Brad Stone as the new Water Manager for the City of Harrison.  Director Gelinas then presented the Council with an activity report for the month of April.  

Fire:  Chief Neal presented the Council with an activity report for the month of April.  

Accounting:  Finance Director Gerald Ragland asked the Councilmen if there were any questions about the Financials that were given to them at the April committee meetings.  Director Ragland then updated the Council on the implementation of the new Handheld Meter Reading Devices and the labor savings that the city should incur. 

Parks:  Director Phillips was not present at the meeting due to weather related delays in tournaments that the city Parks and Rec was hosting.

Housing:  Director Holcomb presented the Council with an activity report for the month of April.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Finance:  Councilman Cone made a motion to Transfer from $94,000 from Reserves to the Capital Expenditures fund for the purchase and installation of a new generator for City Hall.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Harness.  The vote was all Ayes. Motion carried.

Personnel:   Councilman Griffin made a motion to adopt the new Fire Department Personnel Handbook as presented from the Personnel Committee.  Councilman Cone seconded the motion.  The vote was all Ayes, motion carried.

Councilman Griffin made a motion from Personnel Committee to add Martin Luther King Jr. as a paid holiday to all City Employees.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Moser.  The vote was all Ayes, motion carried.

Insurance & Benefits: No report.

Planning and Liaison:  No report.

Police and Fire: No report

Solid Waste:  No report

Cemetery: No report.

Parks/Recreation and Tourism:  Councilman Sherrell made a motion that the City of Harrison approve a resolution to support a proposed grant from the State of Arkansas for the building of a walking trail on Dry Jordan from the Prospect Street Bridge to Crooked Creek.  This would be a collaboration of monies from the Grant, CATPC, Harrison Parks and Rec., private funds, and approximately $12,000 work in kind from the City.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Crockett.  The vote was all Ayes, motion carried.

Construction & Equipment:  Councilman Fowler informed the Council that they were working on a proposed Sign Ordinance.  The proposed ordinance had been presented to the Planning Commission for their approval and after that process would then be brought before the Council for their approval.

Planning Commission:  Councilman Fowler gave a report of the activities from the April meeting of the Planning Commission.  

Ordinances & Resolutions:

Councilman Moser made a motion to place on its third reading a proposed ordinance titled:  An Ordinance Amending the Definition and Provisions for “Part-Time Employee: as Stated on page 6 of the “Personnel Policy Handbook” for the City of Harrison, Arkansas; and Declaring an Emergency.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Cone. The vote was all Ayes. Motion was carried.

Councilman Fowler made a motion to suspend the rules and not require the Ordinance be read in it’s entirety.  Councilman Moser seconded the motion.  The vote was all Ayes, motion carried.

Councilman Cone made a motion to adopt the Ordinance. Councilman Moser seconded the motion.  The vote was all Ayes, motion carried.

Councilman Cone made a motion to enact the Emergency Clause for this Ordinance. Councilman Griffin seconded the motion.  The vote was all Ayes, motion carried.

Mayors Comments:  
Mayor Moles advised the Council about a proposal for the City along with Boone, Newton, and Searcy counties to succeed from the current Solid Waste District.  Mayor Moles explained the history behind the Solid Waste District, the purchase of the RLH landfill and the many problems that have come up.  Mayor Moles also invited all the Councilman to attend a meeting to be held at City Hall concerning this matter on May 12, 2009 at 10:00 am.

New Business: 

Councilman Moser invited all the Council to attend the Relay for Life Walk to be held at the First Baptist Church June 5, 2009 at 6:00pm.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

_____________________


______________________

Pat Moles, Mayor



Jeff Pratt, Clerk/Treasurer

