ORDINANCE NO.  __________

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
ORDINANCE NO. 1337 (CITY CODE 4.01.04)

TO EXEMPT RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS

FROM BUSINESS LICENSE FILING
_________________________________


WHEREAS, it has been brought to the attention of city officials that religious organizations are not businesses and should be excluded from any filing requirement.

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Harrison City Council that Code Section 4.01.04 be replaced in its entirety to read as follows:
Section 4.01.04 – Exempt Businesses:  


The fee required by this code shall apply to all businesses, services, occupations, or professions having or maintaining offices or business locations in the city limits, EXCEPT THE FOLLOWING:
· Non-Profit Organizations
· Hospitals

· Home Occupations, defined as any occupation or activity which is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the premises for dwelling and which is carried on wholly within a main building or accessory building by a person residing on the premises, and no other display or storage of materials or exterior indication of the home occupation or variation from the residential character of the main building or accessory building; and in connection with which not more than one person outside the family is employed and no equipment is used which creates offensive noise, vibration, smoke, dust, odors, heat or glare. Examples of home occupations are: (a) Art studio; (b) Dressmaking; (c) Professional office of a physician, dentist, lawyer, engineer, architect, accountant, salesman, real estate agent, insurance agent, or other similar occupations; (d) Teaching, with musical instruction limited to one or two pupils at a time; however, a home occupation shall not be interpreted to include restaurants.

· Farmers Markets

· Residential and Commercial Landlord.


For purposes of this Ordinance the terms “business(es)”, “services”, “occupations”, and “professions” shall not include religious organizations, and the term “business location” shall not include a religious organization’s place of worship. However, churches and the above-listed “exempt” properties are encouraged to provide the data in the application form to enable the City to react to police and fire emergencies and to provide other city services.

Severability:  The provisions of this Ordinance are deemed to be severable.  A finding that any provision of this Ordinance is invalid shall not affect the validity and enforcement of the remaining provisions of this Ordinance.
EMERGENCY CLAUSE:  The Harrison City Council has determined that there is an immediate need to amend and clarify this code in order to protect and serve the citizens, and therefore an emergency is declared to exist and this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage.

ADOPTED this ______ day of ________________, 2011.






City of Harrison, Arkansas







BY:
_____________________________
ATTEST:





JEFF CROCKETT, MAYOR
_____________________________

JEFF PRATT, CITY CLERK
